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At our recent board retreat, we once again asked 
ourselves those pondering questions “What is 
ICH?, What does it mean to be part of ICH?, 
Where are we being called in this time of         
overwhelming need and shrinking resources?”  

Simply stated, ICH is People of Faith helping    
People in Need. The board is constantly vigilant to 
identify where there are needs in the community, 
supplementing funds and connecting volunteers to 
programs that assist people who are homeless or 
those at risk of becoming homeless. Sometimes 
that means that our programs may change from 
year to year but our true focus doesn’t. The 
board regularly engages in discussions about how 
to empower  individuals to strive to improve their 
lives and not to just place band aids on problems.  

Being a part of ICH is increasingly rewarding as 
the philosophy of empowering individuals is       
becoming more prominent. The ICH board has 
members from diverse backgrounds and            
professions that influence the decisions that are 
made. My 20 years in social and behavioral       
services has implanted the notion that people feel 
better and stronger when they complete tasks,  
follow through and are required to be accountable 
for their endeavors. Some people need to be 
pointed in the right direction or made to feel cared 
for and ICH is involved in events and activities 
that do that. ICH is a worthy organization to donate 
to and volunteer for because of those                
considerations. Throughout this newsletter you will 
see stories and articles of what we are  doing and 
we hope that you will join us in these many events 
to help our brothers and sisters in need.  

Over the years, ICH has remained a lean mean 
fighting machine. Nearly 95% of the funds that 
come into ICH, go directly back out to the        
community. Please consider attending our annual 
fundraiser Empty Bowls in April 2010, volunteering 
at Tucson Homeless Connect, asking your       
congregation or group to make an annual gift to 
ICH, and when you are being benevolent this   
holiday season and in the new year.    

 

Being a Part of  ICH  
by Eric Cross—Vice President 

      
Project Hospitality  

& One Step Beyond Training 
                                                                                                                 

Tuesday  November 10, 2009 
Sacred Heart Church 
601 E Ft. Lowell Road 

 

5:30—7:30 pm 
 

Please join us for dinner,  
find out what’s new this year 
in congregational sheltering 

and share ideas 
 

Please RSVP by Nov 8th, 
(520) 745-9443 

 or email info@ichtucson.org 
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Please note: Our mailing 
 address has changed. The 
new post office box number 

and zip code are: 
 

 

P. O. Box 16023 
Tucson 85732 

  

As a Family by Pilar Ruiz 

As a parent sometimes I wonder if I am doing an 
effective job of teaching my children what it means 
to be Children of God.  I am always eager for my 
girls to embrace, and understand the meaning of 
our mission statement at St. Mark’s (Micah 6:8 - 
Do Justice, Love Kindness and Walk Humbly with 
our God.) Recently I had to ask myself am I willing 
to take action in areas of the church’s missions 
that I was not familiar with nor necessarily       
comfortable.   

I am grateful that my oldest daughter has gained a 
thirst for social justice here at St. Mark’s.  She 
really wanted to do an overnight with Project    
Hospitality; of course I knew she could not do it 
alone, since she is a minor.  With my husband   
being ill, he could not go with her, so at first I told 
her she could not do it either. Then I realized that 
for me to be a good teacher, and example of doing 
justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with 
our God for my girls I had to take action not just 
talk about it. If I want to teach them to be on this 
journey with us not just an observer, I need to walk 
with them, not just tell them about it.  
   
I had to ask myself what type of message am I 
sending to my girls if I tell them we should offer 
hospitality to the homeless, but we cannot do it.  
Many have said it is a man’s job to stay over night. 
I say it is a person of faith’s job.  Conversations 
were sparked between my daughter Allegra, Jerry 
Gill and myself, about the possibility of doing it   
together as a group.  Since this was my first time 
and I was not sure what to expect I was grateful to 
have Jerry Gill agree to do it with us. At first I was 
only planning on taking Allegra, but then I decided 

that afternoon that it would not only okay but a 
great experience for my other daughter Mary as 
well.   

 
My girls and I enjoyed doing this as a family it 
really was not only a meaningful experience, but 
we also had a good time! It was a school night and 
of course we did not get as much sleep as we 
should have and the cots were not the most     
comfortable, but the sense of gratitude that these 
visitors had was wonderful, they were kind, polite 
and even helpful.  It was a reminder for me to be 
grateful for the many blessings in my live such as a 
roof over my head, a bed to sleep in and a shower.  

 
I am now more committed than ever to sharing the 
joy of helping others with my girls.  I invite you to 
consider reaching  outside your comfort zone and 
volunteer for Project Hospitality in this manner,  
either as a family or a group, the more the merrier. 
The opportunity only comes a few times a year, so 
don’t delay too long!  

    Winter Shelter Program Updates 
 
 

Medical Clinic 
Each year, ICH volunteers staff a medical clinic at 
the Salvation Army Hospitality House for Project 
Hospitality, One Step Beyond, Operation Deep 
Freeze and in-house Salvation Army guests. The 
team consisting of volunteer medical personnel 
and lay volunteers. The clinic is open every     
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 3:30-5:30 
pm from Thanksgiving to the end of February. The 
team provides first aid, triage, influenza shots, and  
referrals further medical, dental, substance abuse 
and psychiatric treatment as needed. One of our 
longtime volunteers, Ginny, will be the Clinical  
Operations Coordinator, Rosemary will be working 
with Pima County to make sure that we have flu 
vaccines, and Dr. Jay will be our “off-site on-call” 
expert. More volunteers are needed, please call 
our office at (520) 745-9443 or email 
info@ichtucson.org.  
  
Transportation 
A huge thank-you to AAA Transportation for     
providing free transportation for Project Hospitality 
guests from the Salvation Army to the church/
synagogues.   
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Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________  Email: ___________________________________________ 
 
□ I would like to volunteer. Please contact me. 

 
□ I would like to make a gift of $_____________ to support the Interfaith Coalition for the Homeless. 

  
□ Please make a one-time charge to my credit card for $______ (also available on our website ichtucson.org) 

 
 Card Number _________________________________________________Exp. Date ____________ 
 
 Signature _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This gift is in:   Honor of  ~   Memory of   (please circle one) ______________________________________ 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your support. Please mail to: ICH, P. O. Box 16023, Tucson AZ 85732 

I caught part of a talk show segment recently and 
the speaker was saying something about how we 
tend to unite when we have a common enemy. 
Not in the mood to think about my enemy right 
then, or whether my enemy was your enemy, I 
scanned the dial to find something a little more 
light and fluffy to accompany me on my ride home. 
 
But later, when I was in more of a “pondering” 
mood, it occurred to me that maybe that is exactly 
what is happening here in our community. We DO 
have a common enemy in this recession and we 
are uniting.  We are fighting back. 
 
Last winter, Lisa brought me over a dozen      
beautiful scarves that she and her daughter had 
made; Steve Landau and Larry Durgin (and I am 
sure many more), collected over 300 blankets. 
Jeremy Harkin, with the help of many caring 
friends wrote and produced in his first film and 
raised nearly $2,000 for homeless youth           
programs. (Don’t worry if you missed it -- The Loft 
is showing it again November 18th). Over 120 of 
you volunteered at the July Tucson Homeless 
Connect and many more collected supplies for the 

event. Amy, a graduate student at the U of A, 
called to say “I have a little time, what can I do to 
help out?” And the list goes on . . .  
 
Unfortunately, our enemy is still out there. We 
need more soldiers and we need more resources. 
Arizona has seen a 19% increase in homeless-
ness. It is estimated that there are now more than 
25,000 homeless youth in Arizona and 32% of the 
guests staying in our shelters are children. The 
shelters are full, the waiting lists are growing,    
service providers are having to shut their doors or 
reduce their hours of service, and our funding   
continues to decline. Yes, we need more troops 
and we need more money. 
 
The outpouring of care and concern has been   
inspiring and it is what keeps us going. There are 
so many ways for you to get involved, some are 
highlighted in this newsletter, and I would be 
happy to help you find your niche. Thank you so 
much for your willingness to roll up your sleeves, 
get a little dirty, and work side-by-side with us to 
help those in need. Blessings to you and your 
family in this coming holiday season.        

 

A Common Enemy 
by Lori Block—Executive Director 

I want to help 



Page 4 

Project Summer Sun 
 

This Summer’s Sun project was 
the best ever. In terms of respite 
and cooling sites open and the 
amounts of water and supplies 
distributed in the parks, and to 
the service provider agencies, we 
seemed to have more of          

everything. We are so very appreciative of the ICH 
member congregations as well as those that    
simply responded out of compassion and          
understanding of the need. With a bit of money 
found here and there we were able to buy large       
quantities of sun screen to augment the              
gifts of sun screen in the community and          
congregational offerings.  
 
When the season for the hottest days finally 
ended just a few days ago, we were still picking up 
the odd case of water. At this writing we have    
collected donations of 279 cases of water,         
numerous ball caps (50 from a single donor) new    
underwear and socks, t-shirts, sunglasses and 
more. We answered the call to pick up summer 
items at 5 congregations and several other        
locations.   
 
Respite and relief sites were established with eight 
community partners and two added sites were   
established by our board member, Brother David 
Buer of the Franciscans. These sites were 
equipped with cots and had average attendance of 
over 50 homeless folks a day. 
 
Project Summer sun becomes more viable and 
sophisticated each season. We did some great 
things with just a few congregations participating. 
Come about April please consider what your    
congregation might do. It may be as simple as a 
collection box in the vestibule or narthex of your 
congregation.  

Winter Shelter 2009-2010 
 

First we want to welcome to Project Hospitality 
and One Step Beyond, two new congregations.-
Dove of Peace Lutheran and Our Saviour’s         
Lutheran. We extend also a grateful thanks for the 
“old timers” who are with us for another season. 
  
On the May 5th the first notification and request 
went out to the congregations to recruit bed nights 
and numbers of guests. Early response is the best 
way to get the nights you want and the numbers 
you wish to serve.  From that time to this, and    
beyond, well into the season, we will be adding 
beds and dates and in several instances, as it 
happens every season, changing the schedule to 
accommodate unforeseen changes. Over the 
years we have learned to do this fairly well. We 
start the process early in the 
year to allow the congregations 
to work with their calendars and 
minimize mid - seasonal change. 
 
We are in very good shape in 
terms of coverage so far this 
season with the month of December hardest to 
remedy and February almost fully subscribed. 
There are still many night available—- if we    
haven’t heard from your congregation yet it’s not 
to late! 
 
Sometime near the November 1st we will start the 
distribution of blankets and cots to the new and 
old congregations that require them. We will have 
these items at your faith home’s well before you 
conduct your first scheduled night. To kick of the 
season we will hold the annual volunteers and  
coordinator’s  meeting and orientation. (See      
announcement on 1st page) Don’t forget as well, 
we are available to train your team at your faith 
home and remain very flexible. Here’s to a great 
season.  

 Emergency Shelter and Services 
by Don Blascak—Coordinator 

ICH BOARD OF DIRECTORS and STAFF 
 

President:  Rev Charlie Bowker  
Vice President:  Eric Cross 
Secretary:  Carolyn Emerine 
Directors:  Teresa Arroyo, Don Blascak,                  
    David Buer, Scott Gibson, Mary Pat Sullivan       

Executive Director: Lori Block 
Executive Director Emerita: Edie Lauver, R.N. 
 
Project Hospitality/One Step  
       Beyond Coordinator: Don Blascak 
Clinical Services Coordinator: Ginny Rizzo  
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Project Homeless Connect began five years ago 
in San Francisco and has spread throughout the 
country, in many cities. The ultimate goal of     
connecting homeless individuals for a “continuum 
of care” is to help promote immediate stabilization, 
shelter and case management—possibilities     
towards a path of permanent housing and self   
sufficiency.  
 
Thus far Tucson has offered three Homeless   
Connect events through the support of the Tucson 
Planning Council for the Homeless, community 
groups and businesses, and many volunteers from 
area churches, faith communities, and helping 
agencies. Interfaith Coalition for the Homeless 
(ICH) has two of its active board members and our 
Executive Director serving on the planning team, 
and all of the board members participate fully in 
the event. 
 

The Homeless Connect Planning Team recruits 
service providers from a broad spectrum of       
services to offer a “one-stop-shop” so those who 
come can get a haircut, a hot meal, hygiene kits, 
clothing and many other handy resources. Yet 
more importantly, the Connect participants can 
find opportunities for empowering themselves by 
seeking ID’s through the Arizona Department of 
Motor Vehicles, job applications, health checkups, 
and in general, learning what is available to give 
one a “leg up” in our city. 
 
Volunteers are oriented to help the homeless 
guests with respect and understanding and give 
individual guidance and assistance whenever 

needed. Anyone is welcome to be a volunteer who 
has a heart for the brother, sister or child who is 
homeless. 
 
We are grateful that Trinity Presbyterian Church at 
4th Avenue and University has been the generous 
host for all the Tucson Homeless Connect events 
thru far accommodating over 300 participates and 
at least 100 volunteers. 
 
We expect Tucson Homeless Connect will expand 
as the economy and the need dictate, and      
eventually we will present more than the current 
two events per year if we can continue to build our 
provider base and willing volunteers. 
 
The next Tucson Homeless Connect event will be 
Friday February 19, 2010 at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. We would love to have you join us! For 
more information please call our office at (520) 
745-9443, email info@ichtucson.org, or go to the 
Tucson Planning Council’s website at TPCH.org. 

 Tucson Homeless Connect 
by Charlie Bowker —President 

Welcome New  
Board Members 

 
♦ Eric Cross is employed as a behavioral 
health clinician at CODAC and has over 
25 years experience in human services. 
He is a member of Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church. He is the Music Director, singer 
and drummer at Our Saviour’s and is       
involved in all kinds of community         
activities.  

 
♦ Brother David Buer, ofm is a Franciscan 

Friar of the St. Barbara Province. He co-
founded the REST Shelter and Franciscan 
House of Mary Joseph shelter in Chicago; 
the winter shelter at St. Boniface Church 
in San Francisco; and the two Povervello 
Houses in Las Vegas. Currently, Brother 
David has helped spearhead the St. Fran-
cis Cooling Center (summers of 2006-
2009) and the winter time Soup Patrol 
(2007 & 2008). The first Povervello House 
was opened in Tucson in December 2008.  
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Congregations 
 

Catalina United Methodist 
First United Methodist  

Grace Community Church 
Mountain Shadows Presby. 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran  
Pantano Christian Church 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian  
St. Mark's Presbyterian 
St. Pius X Parish 

 

Individuals/Groups 
 

Albertsons 
Charles & Jean Ares 
Mary Baenziger 
Eileen Bates 
K Kent Batty 
Don Blascak &  

            Bonnie Demorotski 
Mike & Lori Block 

Charles & Peggy Bowker  
 

Doug & Lynn Bultman ~  
(in honor of Amy Merkel) 
Jerry & Ruth Bultman 
Leslie Carlson 
Patricia Carnes ~  

(in honor of Lori Block) 
Beth Carey 
City ECAP 
Arlan Colton 
Rebecca Cook 

Eric & Sherry Cross 
Elizabeth Ebsen 

Francine & William Engler 
Carolyn Emerine 
Jane Erikson 

Arthur & Gay Evans 
Pat Ezerski ~ (in honor of 
Judy & Gary Tatman) 
Georgia Fitzsimmons 
Bruce & Janet Fohr 
Dawn & Kevin Garcia 

Scott Gibson 
Jay Goldman, M.D. 

James & Bobbi Hargleroad 
 

James Harkin 
Jeremy A. Harkin 
Tim Henson,  

Milgard Manufacturing, Inc. 
Max & Mari Helen High 

John Hudson 
Cynthia Klein 
Jeanette Jones 
Karen Kilmer 
Mattie Landram 
Joan Lionetti 

Craig & Janet Littlefield 
Peter & Suzanne Livingston 

Maggie Magee 
Jude Mages 

Bill & Rebecca Magnotto 
Alice & Juan Marianyi 

Audrey Marr  
Mark & Amy Merkel 
Steven Nelson 

John & Sharon Olbert 
Ronald & Patricia Palmer 
Pima County ECAP  
Presbytery de Cristo 

 

Jim & Jill Rich 
Rincon Kiwanis Club 

Lola Ruff 
Ken & Patti Sandel 
Kathy & Paul Scofield 
Lee & Edwina Scott 
Barry Shearer 
Susan Shetter 
Lorene Simek 
Steven Slaff 
Karen Smith 

Mike & Jill Spiva 
Jeffrey Stebbins 
Mary Pat Sullivan 
Angelique Tadeo 
Janet Tower 
Marie Tsaguris 

Tucson Iron & Metal 
Robert & Patricia Turnbull 

Howard Ward 
Fran Westra 
Margaret Wilkie 

Robert & Mary Wolk 
George & Pat Yuhas 
Jessie Zander 

 

Donations may be made directly to 
ICH through United Way and: 

 
√ Pima ECAP—91880PC 
√ City ECAP—91880TE 
√ Basha’s—Group ID #27571 
√ Albertson’s Community Card—
contact our office.  

           Below are contributions received between October 1, 2008 —September 30, 2009:  

THANK YOU 
Impact Dealer Services, Inc. 
 for printing our newsletter 
   and DakotaPro.biz for 
    hosting our webpage. 

Income Tax Credit 

Did you know that the Interfaith Coalition for the 
Homeless is one of the eligible State of Arizona 
certified charities for the working poor?   
 
A donation made to ICH in 2009 can be used as 
a charitable contribution on your 2009 Federal 
itemized return, as well as a 2009 Tax Credit for 
Contributions to Charities that Provide            
Assistance to the Working Poor (Arizona Form 
321) on your Arizona return. As a tax credit, 
every dollar that you donate under this program 
(up to $200 for individuals, and $400 for married 

filing jointly) is a dollar for 
dollar reduction of your   
Arizona State tax owed. 
Please check the 2009 Tax 
Credit guidelines at the   
Arizona Department of    
Revenue website at      
revenue.state.az.us for 
more  information. 
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      A Special Screening to benefit The Loft Cinema,                 

Interfaith Coalition for the Homeless and 

Our Family Services—Teens in Transition Program 
(helping homeless and near-homeless youth get off the streets, stay in school and gain the skills to succeed) 

General Admission $7.00—Students & Loft Members $5.00 

Music by Johnny Ash before the film 

Q & A with the cast & crew after the screening 

Wednesday, November 18th at 7:00 pm 
The Loft Cinema—3233 E. Speedway 

 

Plus the 

short 

film 

COUNTRY 

LOVE 
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~ PLEASE SAVE THE DATE ~ 
for the 5th Annual  

 

Empty Bowls Dinner  
& Silent Auction 

 

Saturday April 17, 2010, 5-8 PM  
   at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church     

 

♦ Delicious  Soups and Desserts 
♦ Fabulous Silent Auction 

 
  Would you like to help out at this event?  
     Please call our office at (520) 745-9443 

Please let us know if 

your address has 

changed or if you 

would like to receive 

this newsletter  

by email. 

 

Thank you 


